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But while he was thus marching from triumph to triumph the people of Hamburg and the neighboring countries had a neighbor who did not leave them altogether without inquietude. The famous Prussian partisan, Major Schill, after pursuing his system of plunder in Westphalia came and threw himself into Mecklenburg, whence, I understood, it was his intention to surprise Hamburg. At the head of 600 well-mounted hussars and between 1500 and 2000 infantry badly armed, he took possession of the little fort of Doniitz, in Mecklenburg, on the 15th of May, from whence he despatched parties who levied contributions on both banks of the Elbe. Schill inspired terror wherever he went. On the 19th of May a detachment of 30 men belonging to Schill's corps entered "Wismar. It was commanded by Count Moleke, who had formerly been in the Prussian service, and who had retired to his estate in Mecklenburg, where the Duke had kindly given him an appointment. Forgetting his duty to his benefactor, he sent to summon the Duke to surrender Stralsund.
Alarmed at the progress of the partisan Schill, the Duke of Mecklenburg and his Court quitted Ludwigsburg, their regular residence, and retired to Doberan, on the sea-coast. On quitting Mecklenburg Schill advanced to Bergdorf, four leagues from Hamburg. The alarm then increased in that city. A few of the inhabitants talked of making a compromise with Schill and sending him money to get him away. But the firmness of the majority imposed silence on this timid council. I consulted with the commandant of the town, and we determined to adopt measures of precaution. The customhouse chest, in which there was more than a million of gold, was sent to Holstein under a strong escort. At the same time I sent to Schill a clever spy, who gave him a most alarming account of the means of defence which Hamburg possessed. Schill accordingly gave up his designs on that city, and leaving ib on his left, entered Ltibeck, which was undefended.
Meanwhile Lieutenant-G-eneral Gratien, who had left Berlin by order of the Prince de Neufchatel, with 2500 Dutch and I do not know what was in the, Knipe-ror's head, hut he remained a good hour in this angle, which was regularly swept by bullets. The soldiers were stationary, and became dcmoralixed. The Emneror knew better than any one that this situation could not last long, and he did not wish to go away, as he could remedy disorder**. At the moment of greatest danger he rode along the front of the Hue of troops on a horse white as snow. This hor.se was called KuphrateH, and had been given to him by the Sophi of Persia. ... I expected to HCC him fall at every moment." Napoleon besides exposing himself freely when necessary to danger, as at Lodi or Arcola, was also, for a man in bis position, very indifferent to precautions for his safety. On two occasions he was surrounded by Cossacks, and in imminent danger of his life, not being recognized by them, once at Malo Jaroslawitz in 18l3, ami once in Franco in 1811, See H!HO footnote to vol. ii. p. 244.
